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  TABLE 13.3    State Spending by Function, Fiscal Year 2015

Government Function Amount Percent of Total

General government: executive departments   $2,463,422,823   2.4

General government: legislative         142,174,259   0.1

General government: judicial         317,728,982   0.3

Total general government $2,923,326,065   2.8

Education   $34,790,149,681 32.9

Employee benefits     4,049,746,382   3.8

Health and human services   46,299,828,040 41.8

Public safety and corrections     4,564,634,568   4.4

Transportation     8,507,819,726   8.9

Natural resources/recreational services     2,600,573,157   2.4

Regulatory services         483,942,587   0.6

Lottery winnings paid         554,014,258   0.6

Debt service: interest       1,177,619,065   1.3

Capital outlay         413,934,894   0.5

Total net expenditures $106,365,588,422

bonds to finance activities specified in Article 3. These bonds are sold to investors and 
then paid back with the revenue from the services they provide. For example, Texas 
often issues tuition revenue bonds that may pay for new buildings on college campuses 
with student fees set aside to pay back the debt. As of 2014, Texas had about $44.3 
billion in outstanding state bonds.21

While the public debt in Texas is relatively low compared to other states, the 
debt of Texas cities has been increasing in recent years. Local governments in Texas 
issue bonds for everything from road construction, new school development, sewage 
system expansion, to new sports arena development. Total debt for Texas local 
governments was just over $212 billion at the end of the 2015 fiscal year.22 An analysis 
from the comptroller’s office revealed that local government debt had more than 
doubled in the decade from 2001 to 2011, rising from $87.6 billion to $192 billion.23 
While the comptroller’s report was somewhat critical of localities for this borrowing, 
it’s only fair to point out that some of this borrowing resulted from efforts to keep 
up with explosive growth subsidized by state funds from the comptroller’s office. 
Communities with rapid growth have trouble keeping up with this growth because 

Source: Texas Comptroller, “Texas Net Expenditures by Function—Fiscal 2015,” http://www.texastransparency.org/
State_Finance/Budget_Finance/Reports/Expenditures/by_Function (accessed August 1, 2016).
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